Talking Books: Listening is reading!
[image: image1.wmf]Service applications and more information available from your local Talking Book Library, or from NLS: 

Toll-Free: 1-888-NLS-READ
(1-888-657-7323) to connect to a local library
http://www.loc.gov/nls/index.html 
About NLS / Talking Books

“The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress, administers the free program that loans recorded and braille books and magazines, music scores in braille and large print, and specially designed playback equipment to residents of the United States who are unable to read or use standard print materials because of visual or physical impairment. 
NLS administers the program nationally while direct service to eligible individuals and institutions is the responsibility of cooperating libraries in the various states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. Service is also extended to eligible American citizens residing abroad.” 
Source: http://www.loc.gov/nls/aboutnls.html 

See NLS web site (above) for the regional library serving your state.
THE TALKING BOOK PROGRAM IS:

(FREE (NATIONWIDE (FOR ANY AGE (THOUSANDS OF BOOKS (ALL UNABRIDGED (DELIVERED FREE THROUGH THE MAIL
Many of your library patrons qualify for Talking Books:
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· Patrons who need large print can supplement their large print reading with Talking Books. Talking Books has over 70,000 titles to choose from! [image: image2.wmf]
· [image: image3.wmf]Many of your patrons use audio books for entertainment and convenience. Are any using audio books because of a reading limitation? Ask them! If they don’t need the Talking Book program, they may know someone else who does!

· [image: image4.wmf]Many of your homebound patrons may qualify. Patrons who have difficulty holding books or turning pages due to issues such as weakness, pain, paralysis or tremors qualify for Talking Books.

· Patrons with certain learning disabilities qualify. (See application, or ask your Talking Book library for specific guidelines).
· [image: image5.wmf]Organizations such as nursing homes and schools who serve qualifying individuals can use Talking Book service as an activity or to demonstrate the service to potential Talking Book readers. (Contact your local Talking Book library for registration procedures for schools and other organizations).

Special projects:
The following projects are not directly affiliated with NLS: 
( www.infoeyes.org InfoEyes is a virtual reference service available nationwide, accessible to those with a visual impairment. InfoEyes answers questions about absolutely anything, but specializes in disability-related information.

( www.opal-online.org OPAL: Online Programming for All Libraries (and all library users) offers libraries of all types the opportunity to provide online programming such as book discussion groups, author interviews, museum tours and technology tutorials. Member libraries include Talking Book libraries in several states, The Library of Congress, and many university, state, and public libraries both large and small.
( Playaway: Some Talking Book libraries (and lots of public libraries) supplement their collection with Playaway portable audio books available from http://store.playawaydigital.com/   
( Tumble Books: Some Talking Book libraries (and lots of public and school libraries) supplement their collection with these web-streamed large print and animated audio books available from www.tumblebooks.com/   
( Descriptive videos: Some Talking Book libraries supplement their collection with popular movies in which the actions and scenery are described for blind viewers.
( ReadPlease software is a free screen magnifier and synthetic speech screen reader for visually impaired and reading impaired computer users for use with web pages, email, scanned text and more. Downloadable from: www.readplease.com 
( Textbooks: In most states the Talking Book library does not supply textbooks. Two national resources (not affiliated with Talking Books) include: Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D) www.rfbd.org 1-866-732-3585; Talking Tapes http://talkingtapes.org 1-877-926-0500. Ask your local Talking Book library about other options.
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